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ABSTRACT 

As the global Church continues to evolve into a more 
heterogeneous and non-Western unit, this paper explores the 
possibility of a decentralized exercise of magisterial authority 
using a polyhedron model. In the context of church authority, the 
figure of the polyhedron represents an expanded vision of unity 
that reimagines new connections between the local and global 
Catholic Church, but more importantly, places the local church 
in a unique position as locus of hierarchical teaching authority. 
The main question that will be addressed by this paper is the 
following: ‘How can the local church participate in and/or 
contribute to the exercise of the magisterium’s authority?’ 
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How can the local 
church participate in and/or contribute to the exercise of the 
magisterium’s authority? 

                                                           
See Global Catholicism: Profiles and Polarities 
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MAGISTERIUM AND UNITY OF THE CHURCH 
 

by which the episcopate act as “authentic
interpreters of the word of God” (emphasis is mine),

                                                           
Dei Verbum

Lumen Gentium

The word ‘authentic’ here has been criticized by Francis Sullivan as an incorrect 
authenticus

translation as “authoritative” or “entitled to obedience.” Therefore, an “authentic 
n” of the gospel by the living magisterium must be read with this context 

Magisterium: Teaching Authority in the Catholic 
Church 

ex cathedra; 
. 

By What Authority? Foundations for 
Understanding Authority in the Church



entire faithful takes part in virtue of one’s baptism.

                                                           
“The Church as ‘One Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic.” Evangelical 

Review of Theology –

– – Unitatis 
Redintegratio 

LG,

Papal Primacy and 
the Episcopate: Towards a Relational Understanding 
“The doctrine in which the Church is seen as a communion 

universal Church, and between collegiality and primacy.” See John Paul II, Sacrae 
discipline leges, 

“Communio 
communion 

ecclesiarum.” See Buckley, Papal Primacy and the Episcopate, 
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Polyhedron Model 
 

polyhedron

                                                           
Evangelii Gaudium

distinctiveness, in contrast to the image of a sphere “which is no greater than its parts, 

them.” See Francis. Apostolic Exhortation on the Proclamation of the Gospel in
Today’s World Evangelii
Gaudium

Marjorie Senechal, “Introduction to the Polyhedron Kingdom” in Shaping Space: 
Exploring Polyhedra in Nature, Art, and the Geometrical Imagination,  
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juridical

ontological
operational

ecclesiological)
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CASE STUDY: THE SYNOD OF BISHOPS FOR THE PAN-
AMAZON REGION (2020)12 

permissibility

demonstrated Francis’ dream and posi

h to focus on would be the Amazon’s plea to ordain 

                                                           

thesis. See Mendoza, Kim, Peter De Mey, and Stephanus van Erp. “The Teaching 
Synodal Church”. KU Leuven. 

See Joshua McElwee, “Francis declines to answer Amazon synod’s requests for 
married priests, women ministers” (National Catholic Reporter, February 12, 2020), 



Mendoza | A Polyhedron Model of the Magisterium’s Authority  			            38

ichard Gaillardetz writes that “Extraordinary 

communion of all churches.”
e reversal of Francis’ 

Amoris Laetitia

                                                           
Consultation from all levels of the Church is the primary element in Pope Francis’ 

modus vivendi et operandi

underscored that “decision making” (a joint exercise of discernment, consultation, and 
nodal task among the People of God while “decision taking” rests 

Theological Commission, “Synodality in the Life and Mission of the Church” (2 March 

By What Authority, 



39                                                                                        Budyong 7, 2023-2024                          

                                                           
Amoris Laetitia 

If “the primacy of the pope is a primacy within 
vis-à-vis this college [of bishops],” how is this primacy exercised 

that maintains its episcopal character? Or would the exercise of the Pope’s supreme 

this supreme teaching and deliberative authority? (Quote from Karl Rahner, “On the 
Divine Right of the Episcopate,” in The Episcopate and the Primacy 

approach remove papal primacy (pope’s supreme teaching authority)?, 2) Given the 
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Unitatis Redintegratio 

 
 


