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ABSTRACT 

The importance of “context” in theological exploration has been 
solidly affirmed through disciplines such as contextual theology 
and intercultural theology.1 These disciplines stressed that it is 
impractical to establish a one-size-fits-all narrative in the search 
for God-talk. Inspired by this idea, this paper attempts to provide 
a fresh optic into postcolonial theology by introducing Singapore 
as a Locus Theologicus. The insights of Singapore’s contextual 
theology can offer an alternative vision into understanding the 
relationship, power dynamics, and theological discourse between 
a locality and its colonizer. Ultimately, this invites the 
consideration for a new paradigm to harvest positive 
entanglements with a colonial past, which could eventually 
facilitate a journey from lamentation to hope. 
 
 
                                                           

See Models of Contextual Theology Faith 
and Cultures Series Intercultural 
Theology: Exploring World Christianity After the Cultural Turn Research in Contemporary 
Religion
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INTRODUCTION 

positive entanglement

SINGAPORE AND ITS COLONIAL PAST 

Wee | The Case for Positive Entanglements with the Colonial Past...                                    68
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See The 

History of Singapore The Greenwood Histories of the Modern Nations

The Economic Growth of Singapore: Trade and Development in the Twentieth Century

t was developed after Singapore’s independence was a way to exert hegemonic 
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who is the 
subject of theologizing in this scenario? Taking an observer’s 
view in analysing Singapore’s reality, issues such as power 

what is the 
experience from a Singaporean’s perspective?

SINGAPORE CULTURE AND NATIONAL IDENTITY 

In his seminal book “Models of Contextual 
Theology”, theologian Stephe

point for this paper’s proposed idea, one would need to 
how did the Singapore culture take shape

                                                           
control over the people. In his own words, Tremewan comments, “As early as 

tongue emphasis was used as a political prophylactic.” See 
The Political Economy of Social Control in Singapore St Antony's Series

St Martin’s 
Models of Contextual Theology
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“conception of nation” was not something that occurs only 
“when the national borders are fixed and delineated”.
implies that “identity”, or in the same manner “culture”, is 

in the “in en spaces”.

have a “pure” identity or culture at any given time. 

the colonial past. Conversely, because of the government’s 

                                                           
Selvaraj Velayutham, “The Making of the Singapore Nation

National Identity,” in Responding to Globalization: Nation, Culture and Identity in 
Singapore –

explains this concept stating, “I argue that the conception of the 

sufficient.” See 
identity while explaining the development of postcolonial theology, she states “for 

differentiation. A person’s identity is formed as she 
or he negotiates a sense of belonging to some groups and being distanced from others.” 

“in between places”. See 
Postcolonial Theologies: Divinity and Empire
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— —

outsider’s perspective, this could be seen as a new form of a 

subject

Singapore’s past contained elements of colonial oppression 

Nation, opines that “the British did leave us with a positive 
legacy. […] I described British rule as 60 percent good and 
40 percent bad. The good things are well known”,

“Many PAP leaders argue that Briti
state’s 

Singapore has.”
                                                           

Tommy Koh, “Tommy Koh: My birthday Wishes for Singapore,” The Straits Time

Dziedzic Stephen, “Singapore’s Quarrel Over Colonialism,” The Interpreter
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This goes to show that the perception of “positive 
entanglements” with the colonial past is but a cultural 

POSITIVE ENTANGLEMENT AND ITS THEOLOGICAL 
REASONING 
 

- Can this entanglement in Singapore’s reality truly be 
termed “positive”? 

- What are the theological implications of 
understanding postcolonial relationships in this 
manner?  

                                                           

hybridity, mimicry, limnality and third-space

theological subject

Franklin Pilario, “Mapping Postcolonial Theory: Appropriations in Contemporary 
Theology,” Hapág: A Journal of Interdisciplinary Theological Research
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locus 
uniqueness of every culture needs to be respected subject

country’s entanglement with th

issue of the “theological subject”, especially from an Asian 

Such a “trap” creates 
once again a “we they” binary discourse that neither 

erroneous to speak of an encompassing “Asian theology”, 

from a Singapore context, one can truly establish “positive 
entanglements”. 

                                                           
In her own words, Kang explains, “The

knowledge.[…] In this claim, there is a stro

they contrasts, one then essentializes the resultant other.” See 
Kang, “Who/What i

Orientalism,” in Postcolonial Theologies: Divinity and Empire
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the issue of colonial power play, the “positive 
entanglement” of the Singapore context turns the attention 

one’s culture. In short, this proposal has the

“positive entanglements with colonial past is a possibility” 

what is the purpose of theology

Fides Quaerens Intellectum 
understanding). However, the “understanding” implied in 

Bieringer has proposed a method of “normativity of th
future”, using scripture as an “in
world", and to be in search of “God’s vision or dream for 
the world”.

                                                           

“struggles that intend to undo the effect of colonization within theological discourse.” 
Pilario, “Mapping Postcolonial Theory: Appropriations in Conte

Theology,” 39. I would thus like to highlight that “undoing the effect of colonization” 
might face the danger of becoming a new hegemonic discourse, and the “positive 
entanglement” proposed will challenge and destabilize such a discourse. 

Reimund Bieringer, “Texts that Create a Future: The Function of Ancient Texts for 
Theology Today,” in Patristic Social Ethics: Issues and Challenges (CUA Studies in Early 
Christianity)

concept of “Normativity of the Future”, see Normativity of 



Wee | The Case for Positive Entanglements with the Colonial Past...  	                        76

God’s presence in each human reality. 

to look for “positive entanglements” sets off with such a 

facilitates the search for a “normativity of the future” within 

alignment with the call of theology to “seek the face of 
God” in our reality, by encouragi

(IN)CONCLUSION: A GLIMMER OF HOPE 

The attempt to propose a “positive entanglement” 

                                                           
the Future: Reading Biblical and Other Authoritative Texts in an Eschatological Perspective
Annua Nuntia Lovaniensia 61

attempt to search for “positive entanglements” challenges the colonized party to 
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- Can one possibly harvest “positive 
entanglements” within localities that experience 

- 
“victimization mentality” within the 

- 

- 

from an observer and the “theological subject”?

                                                           

“hermeneutics of resistance”, of which the subaltern subverts the dominating power by
highlighting “how the invaded, often caricatured as abused victims or grateful 

discovery, appropriation and subversion.” See
“Mapping Postcolonial Theory: Appropriations in Contemporary Theology,” 47
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