
 

 

 

Creation Theology in the Context  

of Mindanao Today  

ABSTRACT 
 
In this paper, I revisit the classic biblical texts pertaining to the 
doctrine of creation. Foremost are the two creation narratives in 
the books of Genesis and the Psalms. I then present the 
contemporary theological debate about the impending ecological 
crisis citing the reflections of selected theologians on ecological 
issues. After this, I share the emerging ecumenical consensus 
globally and locally among Catholics and Protestants. Then I 
highlight the UCCP statements on how we could cope with the 
"ecological nightmare." Finally, I cite some peoples' initiatives in 
Mindanao to protect the environment.

THE CLASSIC BIBLICAL TEXT ON THE DOCTRINE OF 
CREATION  
 
The Two Creation Stories in Genesis 
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includes the whole sweep of the universe; it’s cosmic in 

speech. He would say: “Let there be light” and l

                                                           
See God’s Liberating Acts 
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man was not happy still, that’s why God created woman!   

God’s creation. It is also important to note the daily 

from the man’s rib. Finally, the two accounts differ in their 

and woman in the institution of holy matrimony. “That is 

his wife, and they become one” (Gen. 2:24).

The P account obviously is noted for its “majesty in style 
and sublimity in thought” bearing the marks of intense 
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means that humans (both male and female) are “living 
representations of God’s kingly rule on earth.” Likewise, 

or with human’s relation with the cosmic scene, but rather 

made from the dust of the ground. Therefore, “the good 

to the ground he must return at death.” But a person’s life 

Other Classic Creation Text: Psalms 8  

text of this psalm. Psalm 8, writes McCann, “provides an 

vocation of the human creature.”

God’s “name in all the earth!” “Thou whose glory above the 
heavens is chanted/ by the mouth of babes and infants”. 

                                                           
See The Book of Psalms: Introduction, Commentary, and Reflections.

The New Inter-preters’ Bible, Vol 3
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This conveys the idea that even babies recognize God’s 

to oppose God’s foes (the chaotic forces) that God 

umanity has royal status, being “a little lower than God”. 

human creature to have “dominion” over “all things” (v. 6

human is created in the “image 
of God,” God has made the risky choice to share God’s 
power! The majesty of God’s name, which is known “in all 
the earth,” includes the dominion of humanity, for God has 
given them dominion over God’s “works” by putting “all
things under their feet” (v. 6). Therefore, God’s “name” is 

by God’s rule. The identity and destiny of God, of 

humanity in God’s plan for creation. To abdicate the God

Apart from the limits of God’s 
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“that the God
one.”

CONTEMPORARY DEBATE ABOUT THE ECOLOGICAL 
CRISIS 

outstanding theologians addressed the question: “What is 
the most compelling theological issue today?” One of the 

Prof. Wallace says that “the ecological crisis induced 

status confessionis

prophetic witness by the whole church…” He continues: 
“Today, when global warming is dest

                                                           
A Social Reading of the Old Testament: Prophetic Approaches to 

Israel’s Communal Life 
See Mark I. Wallace, “The Song of the Thrush: Christian Animism and the Global 

Cris Today,” in The Task of Theology: Leading Theologians on the Most Compelling 
Questions for Today
2014). I’m grateful to a dear friend, Ms. Emma Ruth Deguzman of New York City, 
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status confessionis
mirabilia dei

creation itself.”

envisioning the world as God’s creation. For him, Christian 
animism is founded in the “doctrine of the incarnation of 

of the Holy Spirit.”
Wallace retrieves “the biblical heritage of the work of 

the Holy Spirit as the “green” face of Go

                                                           
The Task of Theology, 

Ibid.,



87                                                                                        Budyong 7, 2023-2024                          

is God’s nurturing, inspiring and birthing presence in 

Jesus’ baptism to signal god’s approval of his public 
ruach

nature The Spirit is the “soul” of the earth empowering all 

greater whole, while the earth is the “flesh” of t

while the earth is the outward manifestation of the Spirit’s 

Back to the original question: “What is the most 
compelling theological issue today?” Wallace argues: “God 

                                                           
 The Task of Theology., 

Fragments of the Spirit: Nature, Violence, and the Renewal of Creation
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ecocide brings in its wake the specter of deicide.”

follows. ‘The goal of every Jewish and every Christian 
be the doctrine of the sabbath.’ 

the glory of God…(Amen!). The life of the planet and its 

                                                           
The Task of Theology

God in Creation: A New Theology of Creation and the Spirit of God
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EMERGING ECUMENICAL CONSENSUS AND PROPOSALS  

Germany with the theme “Together towards eco

churches”. The conference was planned and organized 

participants “heard the cries of the earth, the cries 

current trends” and they “express the courage to hope and 

society.”

movement have “
justice, peace and the integrity of creation.” They 
recognize the “urgency of the crisis” and discern “the signs 
of the time, to hear God’s call, to follow the way of Christ, 

world.” The crisis is manifested in: Contaminated or 

                                                           
See Kairos for Creation – Confessing Hope for the Earth: The 

Wuppertal Call
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complicity and bondage to sin: “we have transgressed 

tion.” They acknowledge the theological [failure] 
of the churches such as “theologies of dominion in the 

injustice.”

heed the “need for ecological conversion (metanoia

2).” This must be put into practice in “a

education, art, music, ministries and missions.” Also, they 
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decade of ecological learning, and 
comprehensive action to re-orient the priorities of churches. 

Germany this August 2022 to declare a “Decade for the 
ling of Creation”. 

They conclude: “The task ahead is immense and will 

vision that there shall be “a year of complete rest for the 
land” (Lev. 25:5).”
 
THE UCCP AND CREATION THEOLOGY 

“ecological nightmare” that is engulfing us?

UCCP’s witness beginning th

importance of ecology as an issue as its theme: “Called to 
be Stewards of God’s Creation.” This theme projects the 

                                                           
Ecumenical and Prophetic: The Witness of the United Church of 

Christ in the Philippines 
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situation is described as an “ecological nightmare.” Because 

The “JPIC process” is a continuing study and 

formulated a resolution on “Environmental Concerns” 

that the destruction of our environment is causing “untold 
sufferings” to our people and destroying the bases of their 

will result to greater national disaster. This is a result of “the 

services from the motherland.”
Because of this situation, ‘we are called upon to be 

vigilant to defend God’s creation” and encourage the whole 
                                                           

Ecumenical and Prophetic
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development policies which “give due consideration to 
rational land use, genuine land reform,” and support for
“total logging ban for the next 25 years; and (3) formulate 

undertake massive tree planting, speed up the “land
process for landless farmers,” and promote programs which 

sustaining.”
The other statement concerns the “Preservation of 

the Integrity of God’s Creation”.
underscore the “goodness and order of God’s creation” 

“recognize God as the Lord of their lives and of history.” 
But because of “lust to possess and to amass for themselves 
the wealth and bounty of the earth,” coupled with the total 
neglect for the welfare of creation, “human beings failed 
miserably as stewards.”
to work for the restoration of the “beauty and order 
creation,” through the following: (1) Encourage every 

seriously his/her being steward of God’s creation and 
rate God’s earth; (2) Local 

five years….and undertake tree

destruction….and r
and hills”.
                                                           

Ecumenical and Prophetic
UCCP 1990 GA Minutes Ecumenical and Prophetic

Ecumenical and Prophetic
Ibid.,
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has meaning and purpose because this is part of God’s 
liberating purpose and will. Thus, basic to a person’s life is 

encouragement and strength to those who are God’s 
chosen people.” Part of God’s dynamic being is God 

faith”

being “steward of God’s creation”
“shall protect, promote and enhance the ecological balance 
and the integrity of creation” (Art. 2, Sec. 12). The UCCP 
has “demonstrated through its official statements and 

he recognized that greed and indifference “has brought 
t.” He 

emphasized the truth that: “a person’s life does not consist 

constitute the first seeds of your survival…. But realism 
                                                           

Ecumenical and Prophetic
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compels me to say: ‘Be heroes we never were—or perish… 

—and live.”

“creation centered spirituality” as popularized by the 

                                                           
“Be Heroes We Never Were and Live!” in Riding the Third 

Wave into the Third Millennium
Kosuke Koyama, “Asian Spirituality,” in Dictionary of Christian Spirituality
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“human life and other forms of life in Planet Earth have 
reached a critical point.”  The first thing that we nee
“is to recognize the damage that our profit
approach to the world has already caused,” and we must 
begin “to care actively for the dynamic stability and 
regenerative powers of the earth.” We have a responsibility 
to promote a “sustainable 

and reverence for the natural world.” Continues Fr. 
McDonagh: “We see the beauty and diversity of the myriad of 
life-forms a wonderful closely related community which is 
fruitful if cared for but proves fragile when abused.  It is a world 
that evokes reverence, awe, gratitude and prudent use.... [This] is 
the primary revelation of God to all men and women.  Like 
tribal people round the world, we must once again commune 
with God in nature”.

PEOPLES’ INITIATIVES IN MINDANAO TO PROTECT THE 
ENVIRONMENT  

Sandugo
Alyansa sa mga Lumad sa 

Habagatang Mindanao Alang sa Demokrasya 

                                                           
To Care For The Earth: A Call To A New Theology
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“Ang yuta maoy sinugdan ug katapusan sa among 
kinabuhi ug kaliwatan ... Ang maong kaliwatan 
naga-atubang sa dakung kagubot, dakong kagutom 
ug makalilisang nga paghilak sa umaabot nga mga 
adlaw.... Ang among mga sagradong dapit yutang 
kabilin dugay ng gisugdan sa pagpugos ug 
pagpalugwa sa iyang duga ug gatas pinaagi sa mga 
bag-ong galamitong makinarya, ilang giilog kini 
pinaagi sa papel nga ilang gipakita kanamo nga dili 
masabtan sa among katawhan

pinaagi sa Dayandi: “... alang sa pagbarug ug 
pagpa-nalipod sa kinabuhi sa Yutang Kabilin ug sa 
kaugmaon sa among kaliwatan, labaw sa tanan, 
barugan ug panalipdan ang mga Sagra-dong Yutang 
Kabilin sa among mga katigulangan. Tungod kay 
ang Yuta, kinabuhi, gasa gikan kang Magbabaya; 
amo kining panalipdan ug pakamatyan hagtud sa 
katapusang tulo sa among dugo, hangtud sa mga 
katuigan nga moabot ug ngadto sa tanan namong 
kaliwatan”

Dayandi status 
confessionis

 Apo Sandawa

Dayandi
                                                           

NCCP Magazine See also Generating Energies 
in Mt. Apo: Cultural Politics in a Contested Environment

NCCP Magazine
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Magbabaya “to protect 
Apo Sandawa

blood.” They call on fellow Filipinos “to recog
uphold, and respect the victory of Apo Sandawa.” They 

condition and “to defend our right to survive as a people of 
the Earth”. 

one hand, and critical peoples’ action, on the other. Fr. 

                                                           
Transfiguring Mindanao: A Mindanao 

Reader
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esident Duterte’s EO 130 s. 2021 

                                                           
See Transfiguring Mindanao
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CONCLUSION 

Mindanao to defend the welfare and integrity God’s 
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