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ABSTRACT 
 
To be a church in the post-pandemic times is to be a listening 
church. This listening involves digging deep into the life 
narratives of people and being vigilant to the transcendent 
revelations that lie hidden within them. This paper aims to 
articulate the structures of faith narratives by looking into 
human experience. Such articulation looks at faith narratives 
from the perspectives of phenomenology and language. It then 
considers faith narratives as a traditioned human experience, an 
affirmation of the continuity of faith experiences in the unfolding 
of human encounters. Finally, this paper frames the whole 
discourse on faith narratives vis-à-vis human experience through 
Sir John Polkinghorne's vision of the human person in his 
integrated anthropology. The purpose of all of these is to 
establish the epistemic warrant of ordinary faith narratives. 
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MAKING SENSE OF ORDINARY FAITH NARRATIVES 

–

                                                           
Doing Time: Feminist Theory and Postmodern Culture

Justin Derry and Martin Parrot, “Questioning Everyday Life” in The Everyday: 
Experiences, Concepts, and Narratives, 
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Ordinary Faith Narratives as Experience 

                                                           
Doing Theology: Basic Realities and Processes
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A. The Aspect of Consciousness in Experience 

                                                           
Edmund Husserl, “Philosophy as Rigorous Science” in Phenomenology and the Crisis of 

Philosophy, 
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r access to all reality.”

B. Mineness of Experience 

–

Being and Time

                                                           
Beyond Science: The Wider Human Context 

Doing Theology: Basic Realities and Processes
Being and Time,
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C.  Existential Mattering of Experience 

                                                           
Matthew Burch, “Religion and Scientism: A Shared Cognitive Conundrum,” 

International Journal for Philosophy of Religion
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FAITH NARRATIVES AND THE LOGIC OF RELIGIOUS LANGUAGE 
 

"recourse to an ‘odd’ language or to a ‘symbolic’ language 

                                                           
Doing Theology: Basic Realities and Processes,

Cynthia B. Cohen, “The Logic of Religious Language” in Religious Studies , 

Paul Ricoeur, “Existence and Hermeneutics” in The Conflict of Interpretation: Essays in 
Hermeneutics,
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FAITH NARRATIVES AND THE LOGIC OF RELIGIOUS LANGUAGE 
 

"recourse to an ‘odd’ language or to a ‘symbolic’ language 

                                                           
Doing Theology: Basic Realities and Processes,

Cynthia B. Cohen, “The Logic of Religious Language” in Religious Studies , 

Paul Ricoeur, “Existence and Hermeneutics” in The Conflict of Interpretation: Essays in 
Hermeneutics,
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–

                                                           
Doing Theology: Basic Realities and Processes,
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FAITH NARRATIVES AS TRADITIONED HUMAN 
EXPERIENCE 

                                                           
Christ: The Sacrament of Encounter with God 
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–
"lo cotidiano

"sensus fidei."

                                                           
An Introduction to Theology in Global Perspective,

Ibid., 
Ibid., 
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A. Revelation as Human Experience 

                                                           

understanding of Revelation as God’s self

Models of Revelation

Dei Verbum 
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human experience. There can be “no revelation without 
human experience.”

                                                           
Interim Reports on the Books Jesus and Christ

Doing Theology: Basic Realities and Processes,
Ibid
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B. Scripture as Human Experience 

is rooted in human persons’ lived experience. The people's 

                                                           
The Bible: 100% Human, 100% Divine

Gerald O’Collins, Rethinking Fundamental Theology: Toward a New Fundamental 

Doing Theology: Basic Realities and Processes,
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C. Tradition as Human Experience 

Dei Verbum

–

                                                           
Gerald O’Collins, Rethinking Fundamental Theology: Toward a New Fundamental 

Verbum Domini 

Dei Verbum 
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Heinz Weger, “Tradition,” in Sacramentum Mundi: An Encyclopedia of Theology



135                                                                                      Budyong 7, 2023-2024                          

–

FAITH NARRATIVES AND POLKINGHORNE'S INTEGRATED 
ANTHROPOLOGY 

                                                           
Gerald O’Collins, Rethinking Fundamental Theology: Toward a New Fundamental 
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John Polkinghorne, “The Person, the Soul, and Genetic Engineering” in Journal of 

Medical Ethics  594. 
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physical entities

biological beings

self-conscious beings

language-users

creative beings

intellectual beings

religious 

                                                           
Exploring Reality, 
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beings
(italics mine)

                                                           
John C. Polkinghorne, “Towards an Integrated Anthropology” in The Depth of the 

Human Person: A Multidisciplinary Approach, 

Ibid.,



139                                                                                      Budyong 7, 2023-2024                          

CONCLUSION 

–
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