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The readers of this book
are enjoined to embark on a

captivating journey through *» VK(J/}
history, culture, and Wﬂ)%
spirituality. With a compelling ITS MEANING AND CHALLENGE TODAY
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hook, the book unveils the
profound significance of the
Christmas Crib, setting the p%
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stage for an exploration of the
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timeless  symbolisms  and
teachings surrounding  this
cherished tradition.
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Most Reverend: Pablo VirgilioS; David: D;D.

Summary and Analysis

Fr. Tony’s meticulous narrative begins with the
pivotal trajectory of the oral approval of rule of life of the
Friars Minor by Pope Innocent III in 1209 to the approval
of the Rule in 1223, a historical backdrop that resonates
throughout the book which can be exhaustively read in
Chapter 1. This approval serves as a foundational
cornerstone, shaping the spiritual ethos that later manifests
in the Christmas Crib. As readers traverse through the
pages, the journey seamlessly transitions to Greccio, where
St. Francis, inspired by the approved Rule, and his
pilgrimage to the Basilica of Mary Major in Rome while
waiting for the approval of the Rule of Life orchestrates the
first Christmas Crib which can be read in Chapter 2. The
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transformative power of this event, intricately captured by
Fr. Tony, creates a vivid picture that transports readers to
the heart of the Christian Christmas tradition, a great feast
that has been distant and elusive from the heart of all
Christians because of its ontological approach.

Characters and Themes

Within this historical landscape, characters come to
life with depth and authenticity, their motivations
intricately intertwined into the narrative. St. Francis and
his contemporaries, shaped by their commitment to
poverty and humility, emerge as pivotal figures. This
character analysis serves as a gateway to explore the book's
major themes—simplicity, humility, and self~emptying
love. These themes, rooted in a historical context, resonate
not only through the characters but also extend their
tendrils (stems) into the universal human experience of

people from different walks of life.

Cultural Perspectives and Setting

As the narrative unfolds, Fr. Tony skillfully
transitions from historical Europe to the Philippines,
seamlessly connecting the cultural integration of the
Christmas Crib, which can be read in Chapter 4. The
setting becomes a dynamic element, contributing to the
overall richness of the narrative. The Philippine celebration
of Christmas not only expands the cultural lens but also
enhances the thematic exploration, presenting the
universality of the Nativity story and extending forth the
celebration of the feast of Sto. Nino starting 14th of January
to the end of the month in many parts of the country, to
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the feast of the presentation of the Lord every 2nd of
February.

Why We Should Put a Crib Out at Christmas (Chapter 5)

Fr Tony addresses the contemporary relevance of the
Christmas Crib, urging readers to reflect on the importance
of maintaining this sacred tradition amidst the secular

trappings of the holiday season.

Catechesis on Christmas and Reﬂection by Pope Francis
(Chapter 6)

The inclusion of Pope Francis' reflections elevates the
discourse, providing a contemporary perspective on the
Christmas Crib's significance.

The Meanings and Symbolism of the Christmas Crib (Chapter
7)

There is a profound exploration of the Christmas
Crib's symbolism, unveiling each element meticulously.

A Closing Reflection, Greccio's Ultimate Message (Chapter 9)

The journey culminates with an encouraging
reflection on the enduring message of Greccio. Fr Tony
captures the heart of the Franciscan Christmas,
emphasizing the universal call to love, care, and rediscover
the divine in the simplicity of the Christmas Crib.

Conclusion

In the culmination of this literary journey, "The
Christmas Crib: Its Meaning and Challenge Today"
emerges as a masterful piece of work and his theme of life.
The threads of history, culture, and spirituality are
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interwoven with precision, creating a timeless guide for
those seeking a profound connection with the Christmas
tradition. Fr Tony invites us readers to rediscover the
essence of the Nativity scene, leaving us with a deep
appreciation for the sacred narrative embedded in the
Christmas Crib and the years to come, making this
celebration the theme of our life as we journey towards our

God.

Jayfe C. Fraga, OFM
Theology Student (SATMI)
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